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CHRISTMAS … A TIME OF GIVING – RIGHT?
Of course! We all gave and hopefully we all received generous,
thoughtful gifts from those we love. Christmas may be past but
do not forget that Epiphany, the coming of the Magi, is where the
idea of Christmas gift giving originates. Those travelers from afar
who came to see the Christ child gave gifts to Mary and Joseph in
acknowledgement of the gift God gave the whole world.
Have you ever been around a truly generous person? They
give of themselves and pour themselves out into everything they
do. They’re often the first to volunteer. They give of themselves
in amazing ways. Think … think of someone you know like that.
They give their talent and hard work for the sake of others. We
all appreciate them – as we should.
We all know others who give financially. Sometimes we might
be privy to know staggering numbers of their financial giving. A
few years ago, it was reported that Warren Buffet was rated as
the top giver in America. In 2014 alone, Buffet gave away $2.8
billion dollars. In fact, he has given away over $25 billion and
eventually plans to give away 99% of his lifetime earnings.
Still, if we took Buffet’s giving, added the giving of the top 50
Forbes list of givers, and then added the most generous people
we personally know in terms of financial giving … guess what?
All of that combined generosity pales in comparison to God’s
giving.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. ~ John 3:16
It is impossible be more generous than God who gave us Jesus –
the Savior.
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A WORD TO THE WOMEN
The ELCW met on Thursday, Dec 2. We enjoyed a potluck dinner and had the
men as our invited guests. Our Scandinavian Bake Sale was a huge success.
We decided that we would send the same amount as in the past on our
mission project list. We discussed the need for speakers for the coming
months. Linda will check with someone for January. Susan Erickson asked
about contacting the ones that we did not get to hear from 2021 due to
COVID-19. She will check into a couple of them. There is interest in starting
the Ladies Bible Study again on the third Thursday of the month. Nothing
definite was decided.
Please join us on January 6th for our regular meeting at 1:30 p.m. Watch the
bulletin for further information on our program.
Stitching for Others has resumed at 1:00 p.m. We will again meet the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays at 1 p.m. Please feel free to join us, we have several
quilt tops that need to be tied, fabric for more quilt tops and baby layettes.
We can always use more help.

Linda Spangler, ELCW President

FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR
YOU, DECLARES THE LORD, PLANS
FOR WELFARE AND NOT FOR EVIL, TO
GIVE YOU A FUTURE AND A HOPE.

Jeremiah 29:11

BIRTHDAYS
2 – Jane Thompson
7 - Curt Grandgeorge
9 - Justin Campbell,
10 - Delmer Voss, Amy Pinkele
12 - Jacque Nielsen
13 - Kris Stockdale,
14 - Amber Carlson, Peggy Erickson,
Tim Swalin, Levi Christiansen
17 - Janis Bartley, Taylor Lehman
18 – Korey Anderson
19 - Jackie Campbell, Dillon Pauls,
Brittiany Sands

20 – Jessica Christensen, Mark Harvey,
Todd Reekers
21 - Kelby Ryerson, Caitlin Christopher
22 - Corrine Mork, Dee Ryerson
23 - Marilyn Jensen, Taylor Jensen,
Ruby Smith
24 - Jason Knutzon
25 – Evan Cooper
26 – James Pamperin
27 - Randy Bard, Donna Flumerfelt,
Drake Canavan
28 - Dorothy Anderson, Brittney Pamperin
Watson, Penelope Harvey

PASTORAL ACTS
Baptisms: 0

Confirmations: 0

Weddings: 1

Funerals: 1

CHURCH ATTENDANCE REPORT
Date

A.M.

General

Benevolence

78

$4,361

$45

Dec. 12

110

$2,837

$0

Dec. 19

60

$11,335

$ 68

Dec. 24

169

$ 4,102

$0

Dec. 26

40

$ 2,755

$ 130

Dec. 5

Our Operating monthly budget for 2022 is $15,393. ($3,552.00 per week)
Our Yearly Mission budget for 2022 is $14,000. ($269.00 per week)

RESOLVE TO BE MORE GENEROUS

REV. ROB BLEZARD | 2022 | MODIFIED FOR EGELC BY PASTOR JASON
You will be enriched in every way for your
great generosity!” -2 Corinthians 9:11
As you make resolutions and set goals
for the New Year, be sure to include this
one: “I will be more generous in 2022.” It
will bless you, our community, our
neighbors and above all – glorify God!
The Bible makes clear that generosity
leads to a more abundant life. Generous
people experience one of those
paradoxes of the Kingdom of God,
where the last are first, the greatest is
servant to all, and whoever loses their
life for Christ will gain it.
The paradox? Generous people get
back far more than they give.
First, let’s be clear! The paradox is
NOT a financial strategy to maximize
return on investment. The “prosperity
gospel” is a lie!! We also do well to
remember that being generous is more
than just money. We can be generous
with our time, service, kindness,
forgiveness, compassion, love, and joy.
And what we get back may not have
cash value. How do you measure
happiness and contentment?
Generosity’s real “payback” is what
and who we become when we cultivate
a habit of giving. Giving transforms us
into generous-hearted people, and
generous-hearted
people
tend
to
experience a real abundance of joy,
peace, love, and security. Not to
mention measurable physical health
benefits.

The old saying is most certainly true:
The open palm holds more than the
closed fist.
For 2022, set a goal to be more
generous. Start by increasing your
charitable giving above last year’s
offering. If every worshiper put just
$3.00 in the ministry mission support
box each week could meet our budget
of $14,000. Also, aim to give away your
time – plan now how you might give
time serving a meal as LOTUS or Beacon
of Hope, get involved with our camp
clean up days, stock shelves as our food
pantry, go with GoServ on a work trip …
If you’re not sure how to be more
generous, pray that God will guide you
and help you experience the paradox:
Givers receive more than they give.
https://thestewardshipguy.com/

Important

NOTES
CHURCH COUNCIL
The Church council met on Tuesday, December 21. President Sarah Jensen called the
meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Pastor has had 1 wedding and 1 funeral in December.
He has been able to make visits to Rotary Senior Living again and has been calling on
the shut-ins. The council voted to send money to each of the groups that are listed
on our budget under Benevolence. We discussed Coffee Fellowship. We are needing
members to sign up to help serve coffee fellowship each week.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
Please consider signing up for Coffee Fellowship. The sign
up sheet is on the wall by the kitchen window.

HELP YOUR NEIGHBORS
Have you ever wanted to volunteer to help some one or some
place but not sure where you could be of help? The Eagle Grove
Food Panty is in desperate need of some volunteers. They would
be helping check people in when they come for food and also
helping to get it bagged up. If you can or are willing to spend a
couple hours a week, please contact Marcella Johnson at 4483743. Marcella will be happy to go over the job, the hours and
answer your questions.

NEIGHBORHOOD
Nurse Aid Class
January 12 - April 29
Mon/Wed/Fri 7:30-9:30 a.m.
Iowa Central Community College - Webster City Campus
Liz Miklo (515)574-1906, miklo@iowacentral.edu

THANK YOU
Thank you to all who joined us for Christmas Caroling on
Dec. 19. What a great way to help our shut-ins celebrate
the coming of Christmas!!

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Food Pantry: Can openers, salt & pepper, coffee
Shopping cart in front lobby year round.
NOTE: The food pantry will be open their regular hours during the COVID-19
pandemic, but will not allow non-volunteers inside. Volunteers will instruct you
at the door on paperwork and getting supplies or donations.
Mission of the Month: China Service Ventures Place donations in the
wooden box in the sanctuary.

PASTOR'S MESSAGE CONT'D
Often when we receive an extravagant gift, we want to give in return. Of
course, the reality is we can’t out-give God. Christians have always
struggled with how to react to the single most generous gift in history.
I suggest we always keep two things in mind:
One, we are made in the image of God and since God is a giver, we
were made to be givers. It is interesting that those who were not even
Israelites (the Magi) are recorded in Scripture as giving. On January 6 the
Church celebrates Epiphany; the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles
as represented by the Magi. As Gentiles the Magi didn’t fully understand
God’s promise of the Messiah/Christ but they knew Jesus deserved great
gifts.
Two, while God does not need our gifts – our neighbors do. Christ did
not need the gifts of the Magi (he is God) but Mary and Joseph did. God
could have miraculously provided for the holy family, but the witness of
the foreign gift givers is meant for us to learn what it means to be givers
for the sake of supporting the mission of Christ – that the whole world
will know a Savior has come.
In the spirit of Epiphany and the witness of the Magi let us always give
generously for the sake of sharing the Good News.
GLYSDI <><
Pastor Jason
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